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HEPATITIS C (HCV) 
Prevalence of infection by country
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More than 10%

2.5% to 10%

1% to 2.5%

No data available

63% 
of the world’s roughly 

16 million PWIDs have HCV

Poor medical care is 
a leading route of 

transmission for HCV

Approximately 

10%
of people in Egypt  

are chronically 
infected with HCV

OnlY 20% 
of patients diagnosed had heard  
of hepatitis B or C before being  
told they had it

People could be infected for years without knowing it, 
and not receive treatment even though it’s available

You have the virus, the doctor, the 
health system. If you address just one 
[aspect of the issue], it’s unlikely that 
you will be successful

says the WHO’s Dr Briand.

Adopting a comprehensive approach
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60%-70% 
of those with HCV develop chronic  
liver disease such as liver cancer 

THE SPREAD  
OF HCV

WHY HCV IS A ‘TIME BOMB’

Sources: The Lancet, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Journal of Viral Hepatitis, WHO

POLICY INNOVATION  
NEEDED TO ELIMINATE HCV

20
11 New wave of HCV 

treatments known as 
direct-acting antivirals

S U P P O R T E D  B Y :

JUST  
10% of those diagnosed in  

the UK receive treatment
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